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ESH Gallery is pleased to present the exhibition Express and Explore, a 

group show dedicated to contemporary Japanese glass organised on the 

occasion of Milan Art Week 2021. 

The exhibition’s aim is to bring the public closer to beauty through the 

work of five Japanese artists who use glass as a material of expression: 

works suspended between space and time, halfway between art, design and 

craft that will expand the exhibition offer of Milan after a long period 

of forced closure. 

Although far from each other in technique and aesthetic research, the 

sculptures on display draw attention to an art form that, for a long time 

bound to tradition, today is the subject of experimentation by the 

younger generations of Japanese who look to the West to exploit the 

countless plastic potential. In the creation of their works, the artists 

presented "express and explore" themselves, and in the act of making art 

they combine their emotions, sensations and beliefs with the material to 

create the form. 

The works that emerge from this endless exploration are imbued with 

freshness and energy, and with each encounter we find that they stir our 

own, innate energy for living in today's world, and the joy of letting 

our imaginations fly. 

Ryo Sekino shapes the absolute concepts of grace and simplicity proper to 

Japanese culture into elegant transparent vases covered in opaque white 

glass. With this technique, thin slits emerge on the surface that allow 

light to pass through, merging internal and external dimensions in a 

single object. 

 

 



 

A reinterpretation of the millennial art of Kintsugi, the art of 

enhancing fractures through the luminosity of gold, which highlights the 

love for Japan and its history. 

Ōki Izumi, a famous artist adopted by Milan, uses industrial glass with a 

greenish-blue colour to give shape to stratified sculptures halfway 

between the visible and the invisible, containers of light veiled by an 

aura of mystery. Designed to be looked at in and through, from invisible 

architectures to the most abstract syntheses, Izumi's works continue to 

fascinate for their reference to nature and Zen culture. 

Shohei Yokoyama, selected among the finalists of the prestigious LOEWE 

Craft Prize, will present two series of works that are the result of 

exceptional technical skill. If in the first series, made of fiberglass, 

the artist experiments with the plastic possibilities, from liquid matter 

to its solid transformation, in the second series, with a characteristic 

embryonic form, Shohei brings the blowing technique closer to the 

primordial act of creation. 

Also on display are the floral sculptures of Runa Kosogawa, who finds in 

nature a constant spiritual guide and artistic inspiration, and Yoshiaki 

Kojiro, whose fascinating works of intense blue and white are 

characterized by the metamorphic effect of the structures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Express and Explore. Contemporary Japanese Glass 

14th September-22nd October 2022 

Opening: 14th September, from 6 to 9pm 

15th September - 18th September: 11am – 7pm.  

From 20th September to 22nd October: by appointment only 
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